NEWSLETTER 4
18 March 2022
Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents,
It has been great to see more aspects of ‘normal’ school life resuming once again following the end of
national restrictions at half term. In this latest Newsletter you will read of various additional school
events including World Book Day and Eco Awareness Day, which the children have learned from and
greatly enjoyed. Owing to local data about Covid cases in our locality still being higher than the
average we took the decision, as part of our risk assessment, to hold online parent consultations this
month, but we do hope to be able to welcome everyone into school on 30th March for our Celebration
of Learning, details of which can be found below.
Wimborne Academy Trust is progressing well with recruitment plans for a new Executive Headteacher
from September 2022. There has been strong interest and interviews are scheduled to take place
before the end of March. We will update you further as soon as we can.
I also want to thank all parents and families who donated items for our Ukraine Appeal - these have
now been collected and are en route to support those impacted by the current conflict. We really
appreciate your generosity.
Warm regards,
Andrew Turrall
Executive Headteacher

World Book Day 2022

On Thursday 3rd March 2022 it was World Book Day. The children looked fantastic in their creative
outfits. During the school day the children enjoyed a full day of book-related activities.

Visit from a Real Author!!
The children’s author, Keith Hatton, came to visit our school on Friday
4th March as part of our World Book Day celebrations. Keith shared his
new book with the children, ‘Professor Plunder’s Time Machine: Perfect
Prehistoric Pets’ which is an action-adventure chapter book. The
children really enjoyed the opportunity to speak to Keith and to ask him
lots of questions. As a result they were inspired to write letters back to
him and stories of their own. Keith will be making a return visit to school
very soon!

Arts2Educate Workshops
As a school we have been working hard this year to become more environmentally friendly. We have
been looking at saving water and how we use it while also being conscious of materials we use that are
unrecyclable.
On Friday 11th March, Arts2Educate, and the author of 'Jessie the Jellyfish', Laurie Newman, visited
school to share an assembly about being environmentally friendly and conducting art workshops with
years 1 to 4. Arts2Educate are an incredible company that helps children turn unrecyclable materials
into pieces of art!

Parent Consultations and Celebration of Learning
The virtual parent consultations will be held on Monday 21st March and Thursday 24th March,
commencing at 3:30pm. Just to remind you, Google Meet requires no software to be downloaded. All
you need is a computer, tablet or mobile phone with an internet connection, camera and microphone.
You should have received an invite on Thursday 10th March via ParentMail for you to select a date and
time slot for your consultation. Each meeting is expected to last for approx 7 - 8 minutes. If you have
not already done so, please book an appointment as soon as possible. The school office will be sending
out Google Meet codes next week for you to use when logging in.
Following the parent consultations you are invited to view your child’s/children’s work during a
Celebration of Learning from 2.45pm on Wednesday 30th March. If the weather is good, please bring a
picnic rug or deck chair as our aim will be for you to view their work outside to minimise the risk of
Covid transmission.

Staff News - Hellos and Goodbyes!
We would like to welcome Mrs Jane Cope to our team as a Midday Supervisor, having recently said
goodbye to Mrs Becky Hopson who stepped down from this role.
At Easter, we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Stephens, who will be stepping down from her role as
Hedgehogs class teacher. Mrs Stephens has taught at Colehill First School since January 2008, mostly
in year R, and will be greatly missed. I know you will join us in wishing her all the very best with her
future plans.
We will be welcoming back Mrs Everett, an experienced member of the Colehill First School teaching
team who, since September 2020, has taught on secondment in the Reception class at Hayeswood
First School. Mrs Everett will be teaching Hedgehogs class for the Summer Term. She is very familiar
with the Early Years curriculum in Wimborne Academy Trust schools. Mrs Everett has already begun
visits to Hedgehogs class and will continue to visit regularly over the next few weeks.

CFSA News - Cheese and Wine Event!!
The Colehill First School Association (CFSA) is a parent-teacher association established to raise funds
and promote school community links to the benefit of all of our pupils and families. The most recent
Chairperson has recently stepped down due to other commitments and there is also a vacancy for a
Secretary.
Although the pandemic has been challenging, the CFSA have continued to contribute to school life by
subsidising educational visits and visitors. Before the pandemic, the CFSA organised annual Christmas
and Summer Fairs, an Easter Egg Hunt for the children, annual discos and a year 4 leavers’ event, and
we very much want to plan to reinstate these as from the Summer Term.
We are seeking new members from our current parents to join the CFSA committee as well as a new
chairperson and secretary. In the event that we cannot fill these posts, the future of the CFSA will be
at risk: the additional resources provided through fundraising will no longer be available to the school
and the community links promoted could also be lost. I am sure you will agree this would be a real
shame.
Our outgoing Chairperson is willing to help and support a new Chair in getting up and running with the
role and, of course, school staff are always able to provide additional support, resources and
information.
We are appealing for as many parents as possible to volunteer in order to ‘reboot’ our CFSA and make
it successful once again. We would like to invite all those interested to a cheese and wine evening in
school on Monday 4th April from 7.00 - 8.00 pm, at which you can find out more about the CFSA
committee, the events in school and the difference the CFSA can make for your children.

Breakfast Club
We have just sent out a parentmail form to gauge current levels of need for a Breakfast Club. You may
recall that, despite advertising twice during the Autumn Term for a Breakfast Club leader and assistant
leader, we were unable to recruit for these roles. We are about to re-advertise and need confirmation
that the demand for this club is sufficient to make it viable. Please look out for the form and complete it

if you would like your child to be able to make use of this provision.

Safeguarding and Online Safety
If you have any serious concerns about a child, particularly if you
think they may be suffering or at risk of suffering harm, please
share this information promptly with the Designated
Safeguarding Lead Team.
If you have a concern about a child outside of school hours please contact the following Local Authority
out of hours services:
●
●

Dorset MASH - 01305 228866
Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole - 01202 738256 (for families living within BCP)
We are an Operation Encompass school. To find out more, please follow the link here

Term and Holiday Dates 2021 - 22
Spring Term 2022
Finish: Friday 8th April 2022

Summer Term 2022
Start: Monday 25th April 2022
Finish: Thursday 21st July 2022
May Day: Monday 2 May 2022
Half Term: 30 May - 3 June 2022
Training Day:
Monday 6th June 2022

